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Abstract 
This study presents an evaluation of a workshop for university students about how to provide children with design education 
through architecture, and students’ points of view about this workshop. The participants of the workshop were volunteer 
undergraduate students in the Department of Architecture at YÕldÕz Technical University, Istanbul. Presentations and activities 
about design education for children were held during the two-day workshop. The activities were adapted from Architecture and 
Children: Design Education Programme developed for children by Taylor, Vlastos, et al. At the end of the activities, the 
participating students were administered a questionnaire form consisting of open-ended questions so that they could make an 
evaluation of the programme. In the form, they were asked about their expectations and suggestions related to skills and 
knowledge they acquired at the end of the workshop. The students’ statements were summarized and interpreted by descriptive 
analysis technique. The students participating in the workshop stated that architecture was taught to children in a very interesting 
and entertaining way. They further pointed out the need for more cooperation between people working in architecture and child 
education. 
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1. Introduction 
Design is a concept that exists in every part of our lives; from the glass in our hand, to the computer we use; from 
the chair we sit, to the houses we live in. It is very important to support and develop a talented designer from the 
very early ages through a correct and useful education program; because the art of design is not only a process that 
ensures the success of societies that are in a great competition with each other, but also a critically important factor 
that includes creativity and requires the ability of problem solving. Accordingly, the education of architecture, in 
which these abilities are significant, should be given to children who are the essential users, determiners and 
designers of future cities.   
 
Architecture and “built environment” which is almost completely organized and constructed by human hands covers 
the most of our lives. Architecture and built environment affects an individual’s psychology, physical activities 
directly or indirectly. Qualified architectural products can broaden the horizon while bad architecture can limit an 
individual’s life and imagination. Architecture is the reflection of our culture and cultural richness and values. This 
close connection between individual and architecture is the basic motive of the education of architecture for 
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children. Architecture education aims at giving needed means to individuals in order to enable them deeply 
comprehend the life story on earth and make them question existence and humanity. Goals of architecture education 
are: 
Awareness and understanding architecture which is important in human life 
Ensuring a high level appreciation in society about built environment    
Awareness of responsibility about built and natural environment 
Teaching constructional and conceptual information about architecture and increasing designing skills 
Ensuring that students are active participants and have active roles in their environment (Meskanen, 2004). 
1.1. Architecture and Children: Design Education Program  
In today’s world, special design and architecture programs and lessons are given to children in many countries. One 
of these programs is called ‘Architecture and Children’: A design Education Program that is developed by Taylor 
and Vlastos in 1980s. This interdisciplinary program is based on multiple intelligences and used in the United States 
of America for more than 30 years. The program aims at enabling teachers, parents and school managers and most 
importantly children from kindergarten to high school have information and skills on architecture; through this 
education, they will be able to design their education environments and be sensitive to cultural and natural world 




The objective of this study is bidirectional. The first direction of the study is based on children; it aims at 
strengthening children’s relations with their environment, increasing environmental awareness and enabling them 
express themselves freely. Namely, in this study, the aim is to increase children’s ability to design as it is believed 
that future’s environment will be built by them through their architectural knowledge.  
Second direction of the study is based on architecture students: Students will be educated in order to be able to 
support children’s ability to design by increasing their environmental awareness. It is believed that their contribution 
to children’s education and their effort to increase the qualification of children’s designs during and after 
architecture education will affect architectural environment. 
2.1. Participants 
     9 students from YÕldÕz Technical University Undergraduate Architecture Program at the Faculty of Architecture 
voluntarily attended this study which is executed by 1 academic member of Faculty of Education Sciences and 
coordinated by 2 academic members of Faculty of Architecture.  
2.2 Process 
This study includes visual presentations by the executive and practices made by students. Workshop practices 
continued for 1.5 day; practices like pattern layout, model studies, and studies based on using human body as design 
object are carried out. After the workshop practices, a written survey is made with attendants in order to evaluate the 
study.  
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3. Some examples from workshop activities  
3.1. Section Drawing 
Various fruit and vegetables are separated into two and they are drawn on papers, one part on the separate section is 
enlarged under magnifying glass and drawn in detail. 
 
3.2. Visual Stories 
Practices such as how are the moving objects perceived and reflected by drawing are mentioned under the main 
headline of visual stories. Some of these examples are mentioned below.   
 
x Toy sketches: Frog, snake, dog, bee… etc. Drawing small automatic moving toys’ original movements.  
 
 







3.3. Animation of Architectural Structures with Human Body 
 
Animation of various constructional components such as arch, dome, vault, space frame, column and flying buttress 








Dome Flying Butress 
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3.4. Shelter Design  
If you were stranded on a desert island, what kind of a house would you build? This question is taken into 
consideration and a shelter is designed with branches of tress, leaves, pine cones, stones etc. are used in order to 
make a model.  
 
3.5. Town Design  
Variousconstructional components are used and a model of a town with community facilities such as public garden 




4. Evaluation  
 
Objectives of the practices in the workshops are: Creating awareness about architecture and about the ways of 
giving design education to children through architecture. Workshop practices are made under six headings and 
continued for 1.5 day, totally 13 hours. As participation is voluntary, it is seen that students both enjoyed and had 
fun during activities. Students mentioned that practices were impressive, different and they felt pure and free during 
activities. Besides these, students said that the method of giving architecture education to children was a different 
and important experience for them. Answers of students to the question of: “Were there any points when you felt 
pressure?” are given below: 
 
“It was difficult to think simple and neat, because this thought system is different from the routines of architecture 
discipline.” 
“Different from usual, being free in our education system which has boundaries compelled me.” 
 
Students gave below mentioned answers to the question of: “Were there anything different/interesting during 
workshop practices?” 
 
“It was interesting that each application we did was also done by some other children before.” 
“It was interesting to prepare designs from materials we found in nature.” 
“I found the design of mouse house different as and  architecture education given to a child.” 
“It was very interesting to drive actions like balloon contest and toys.” 
 
Answers of the question of: “Were there any missing points in workshop activities?'” are given below:  
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“Different branches of common study fields can work together, they can cooperate. For instance; architects, 
pedagogues and teachers.” 
“I thought that we were going to practice with children. I think the only missing point was children.” 
5. Conclusion  
With the practices in scope of the workshop study, architecture students are informed about the intellectual world of 
children and they experienced pedagogical approaches designed for developing children’s abilities. Students of 
architecture department are especially told that the most important educational tools for children in the process of 
development are games and toys and if children experience what they see around, they learn best. This is why, the 
workshop activities are based on the things around them and in their lives such as living beings (rubber frog, bee, 
snake), plants (fruits and vegetables) games (making balloons), places and aspects of the places they live in (parks, 
houses, domes, vaults… etc.) and architecture students are informed about the importance of these constituents in 
children’s’ lives. In this context, the objective of this study is to show that this study can contribute to the 
intellectual development of students’ environmental conscious, their wish for protecting nature and their way of 
benefiting from nature by ensuring child-nature and child-environment interaction. 
 
It is important for children to learn and experience various constructions in the “built environment” besides 
understanding their functions, structures, and information on how they are put together; but the crucial point is that 
they should learn this information by experiencing them or seeing experiences in their friends’ lives. These 
experiences are also important as children can learn, express and make comments on concepts about architecture, 
towns and environment only through them.  
 
Another objective in the study is to show that a better ‘built environment’ can be designed with children who are 
well educated, conscious and aware of the environment they live in. In order to raise such children, they should be 
educated in a way that they can piece different sized constituents together and reach highly qualified built 
environment.  
 
In addition to these, importance of children’s ability to look from different points and perspectives to the objects 
they see everyday and ability to express these perspectives correctly are analyzed and showed in this study. 
 
Carefully constructed education objectives are based on nature, immediate surrounding, and living space and the 
aim is to lead children realize, identify and reach their needs.   
 
As a result, this study shows that different disciplines like children education and architecture can be combined and 
they can make use of one another. This combination can also give different point of views to people who work in 
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